Big Oaks Conservation Society
August 2, 2010
Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 6:35pm by Gary Stegner, VP .

Secretary’s Report – The minutes were distributed in via e-mail in advance of the meeting for membership review and copies were available at the meeting for review.  Minutes were approved as written.

Treasurer’s Report – Jean Herron reported an amended balance for May 31, 2010 as $19.560.42.  Balance for July 31, 2010 – checking:  $19,433.09;  savings:  $3579.14

Old Business

· Final wrap-up for OWBO was given.  Post event evaluations were positive with good feedback.  Roughly $1,600.00 made on the event this year.

· Final report given on the Ulster Project, held July 13, 2010.  Their service project included some cleanup at OTL.  Going forward, felt some discussion surrounding organization, planning and leadership for this event needs to occur.

· TAKF Day was held July 17, 2010 with 51 kids and 108 total attendance.  Discussion continues about the feasibility/possibility of holding event at Krueger Lake.

New Business

· Progress report for OTL summer work given by member, Bill Hughes.  Painting of window and doors, entrance door repairs, re-work/replacement of the iron trim on doors and windows continues.  The trim and doors on the outdoor shed has been painted.  Portolets will be moved to a new location, in order to get them away from the side of the Lodge.  More painters are needed!

· JPG Heritage Partners have agreed to purchase some tables for OTL (which will be permanent tables for the lodge).  A total of 9 composite material tables will be purchased from Staples.  A motion for the purchase of 4 tables by BOCS (with the remaining 5 by JPG Heritage Partners) was made by Bob Hudson and a 2nd by Ken Knouf.  Motion passed.  Tables will be picked up on Wednesday.

· Fall Newsletter – working for the October newsletter release date.  Articles are due by Monday, September 13, 2010.  This will be the last edition completed by Lisa Jones.  Actively searching for someone to take over this task.

· On Friday, October 8, 2010, the JPGHP will host the Rising Sun Regional Foundation for a catered dinner at OTL.

· Volunteer Appreciation Day is scheduled for Saturday, September 18, 2010.  A letter of invitation will be sent to all BOCS members and volunteers and RSVP is requested for those planning to attend.  The event will be organized and fully managed by the Refuge Staff.  AM fishing will be offered and the remaining activities will be held at OTL.

· Next meeting will be held on Monday – September 13, 2010 at 6:30pm at the Jefferson County Library.

· The Refuge Manager Report was given by Ashley Buchanan. (information follows)

· Intern Presentations:  

· Jacklyn Banet – Indiana Breeding Bird Atlas – 2005-2011

· Rachel Kappler – Crawfish Frog Behavior and Habitat Selection in Southern Indiana

· Andrew Hoffman – Reptiles and Amphibians

Refuge Manager Report

- Rusty Pike is now officially retired

- Refuge Staff – Perry and Mardean – currently deployed to the Gulf for Oil Spill Response; due to return next week

- Remainder of the staff is on-call for assisting with the spill

- Deer hunting information is posted on the refuge website

- Ongoing work at Big Tree Point -  Kiosk; Observation deck/blind; walking trails

- Some year end aerial spraying project work to be done

- Sam Shine – conservationist has some interest in OTL and possible projects

- Butterfly Count was very successful – 11 attendees; 51 species counted; great overall numbers with over 4,000 total sightings!

- Three interns traveling – one to Crab Orchard Refuge for a one week visit; two to the Regional Office for meetings and networking with other interns

